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The course, which consists of twenty lectures and daily excur- 
sions for field identification and study, is in charge of Mrs. Alice 
Hall Walter, who is well known to the bird students of this coun- 
try. 'She is the efficient editor of the Audubon Societies School 
Department of Bird-Lobe, but perhaps she is best known as the 
co-author of " Wild Birds in City Parks," a very useful little 
book which has gone through several editions. In addition to the 
regular course, special problems for individual study, relating to 
the food and habits of birds, are given. During the session a 
beginner can get an introduction into ornithology, and can become 
more or less familiar with some sixty species of nesting birds. 

The subjects of the lectures given are as follows: (1) Nesting 
Birds of Cold Spring Harbor; (2) * Skeleton ; (3) Study of a Bird 
Family— Warblers (4) * Anatomy ; (5) Study of a Bird Family — 
Sparrows; (6) * Feathers and Molt; (7) Other Passeriform Fam- 
ilies; (8) Water and Shore Birds; (9) * The History of Bird 
Classification; (10) The Facts of Migration; (11) * Theories of 
Migration; (12) The Ancestry of Birds; (13) Distribution; (14) 
Distribution in America; (15) * The Bird's Place in Nature; (16) 
* The Economic Value of Birds; (17) Enemies' and Protection of 
Birds; (18) Methods of Study in Schools; (19) * General Meth- 
ods; (20) Literature. The lectures marked with an asterisk are 
given by Dr. H. E. Walter, Professor of Zoology in Brown Uni- 
versity. 

The course will be given again this summer beginning July 5th. 
Excursions to the American Museum of Natural History and to 
Bronx Park Zoological Garden will be arranged if desired. 

g. c. F. 
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The Home-Life of a Golden Eagle, Photographed and Described 
by H. B. Macpherson, with thirty-two mounted plates. Witherby 
& Co., London. Second revised edition. 

In this brochure of forty-five pages the author has told in a 
simple manner of the difficulties attending a study of the home 
life of this " King of Birds." Only one whose heart was in the 
work could brave the difficulties and endure the almost impossible 
weather conditions which he endured. We wonder at his suc- 
cess in keeping his plates dry. The mounted photographs accom- 
panying the descriptive matter make a collection of unique and 
enduring value, illustrating, as they do, nearly every phase of 
the home life of young and parents. Mr. Macpherson must find 
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his reward for the hardships endured and the discomforts which 
attended his work in the certain knowledge that he has here ad- 
vanced our knowledge of this " King of Birds " in no small de- 
gree. L. J. 

Our Great Travel srs. Birds that fly from pole to pole and shun 
the darkness : Birds that make 2,500 miles in a single flight. By 
Wells W. Cooke, of the Biological Survey, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Reprinted from the National Geographic Magazine, 
April, 191L 

However, one might feel disposed to differ with Professor Cooke 
in regard to his expressed theories of the origin of bird migration 
as set forth in this article, he must agree that the twelve ac- 
companying maps are of the greatest value to the student of bird 
movements. Professor Cooke's close studies of the migrations of 
the birds in compiling the reports of voluntary observers gathered 
by the Biological Survey, have made him our authority upon this 
subject. We are particularly glad to receive this latest contri- 
bution from his pen. l. j. 

Methods of Attracting Birds. By Gilbert H. Trafton, Super- 
visor of Nature Study, Passaic, N. J. With illustrations. Pub- 
lished under the auspices of the National Audubon Societies. 
Houghton Miffln Co. $1.25, net. 

In this 171 page book we have almost a companion piece with 
Martin Hiesmann's book reviewed above Indeed, frequent ref- 
erence is made to this book and some of the illustrations are taken 
from it. Mr. Trafton has gone more into detail as regards spe- 
cies, adapting everything to our somewhat different conditions. 
The book should prove of genuine value to teachers and to others 
who desire to entice the birds into the vicinity of their homes 
for more intimate study than the open field affords. It should 
also aid in the preservation from destruction of some of our 
weaker and less adaptable species. l. j. 

How to Attract and Protect Wild Birds. By Martin Hiesmann, 
translated by Emma S. Buchheim, with an introduction by Her 
Grace the Duchess of Bedford. Second edition, with many revis- 
ions, with many illustrations. London. Witherby & Co. 1911. 

This little book of a hundred pages is especially concerned 
with the birds of Germany, but it contains many hints which 
should prove useful in any region. The author follows a general 
discussion on bird protection in Europe and particularly in his 
own state with detailed descriptions of nesting places and nesting 



